
                   A Father’s Day Message


Have you ever wondered how Father’s Day got its start? I have, so I did a little research to track its origin.


The first Father’s Day in the United States was celebrated in Spokane, Washington on June 19th, 1910. It was proposed by Mrs. John B. Dodd in 1909. Her father, William Smart, raised six children alone after his wife died during childbirth. He was also a Civil War veteran. Her request was granted, but very few families shared her enthusiasm. It wasn’t until 1966 that Father’s Day was declared a national holiday in the United States, and it wasn’t until 1972 that our country began to celebrate this holiday each year. 


So why do you think it took so long for our country to adopt the concept of “Father’s Day?” Maybe it’s because during the early part of the 20th century, respecting and honoring your father was a part of everyday life, so there was no urgency to pick one particular day to do so. 


As we draw closer to Christ’s return, it is easy to see that children have very little respect for their parents. It is also obvious that parents have grown much more tolerant of this behavior. By the world’s standards, honoring your father is encouraged only on the 3rd Sunday in June each year. Wow! What a great deal for today’s youth.


Maybe children are finding it more difficult to honor their fathers today because they simply don’t like what they see. Many men have been deceived and have no clue what it means to be a father or a husband. More and more dads are walking away from their families because it is easier to leave than to stay and work things out. 


For many children it is difficult to honor a father who isn’t there. However, God commands us to honor our fathers always, not just when they deserve it. If you don’t have an earthly father to honor on this day, please know this:

A Father to the fatherless, a defender of widows, is God in His holy dwelling.

                                                                                                           Psalm 68:5 (NIV) 
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