
      Is Disney a Family Affair?


Did you know that the fastest growing family structure in America is the non-traditional, single parent family?


I have nothing but respect for any man or woman who is raising a child by themselves. Some consequences are completely unavoidable and out of a person’s control, but why is this trend in American families exploding?


Disney has been making films for almost a century and has created some of the most memorable characters that have touched the lives of  parents and children from generation to generation. However, Disney films have had a disturbing trend that has echoed throughout America’s youth for nearly 70 years.


Why have so many single parents appeared in Disney films? Why has it become acceptable for couples to divorce instead of reconciling their marriage? This behavior has become accepted in our society because society has allowed it to become the norm. This idea has become stamped into our culture by Disney.


By not having a complete family, it represents a catalyst or dramatic turning point that forces the character to grow up... It’s that crossroads where we all have to decide if we’re going to mature or remain a kid forever. And the thing that gets that going in many of our stories is the absence of a parent or the death of a parent.









Don Hahn~Disney Producer


This quote is a great representation of how Disney has taught our children that the practicality of a broken family is much more appealing than the values of a traditional family.


Disney films traditionally highlight three types of family structures:


Parental Death

Bambi ~ The Lion King ~ The Jungle Book ~ Tarzan ~ Dinosaur ~ Hunchback of Notre Dame ~ Atlantis ~ Finding Nemo ~ The Fox and the Hound ~ Pollyanna ~ Ice Age ~ The Pacifier ~ Hannah Montana.

Child Abandonment

Peter Pan ~ Oliver & Company ~ The Rescuers ~ Lilo & Stitch ~ Ice Age.

Single Parent Family

Dumbo ~ Toy Story ~ Pocahontas ~ Beauty & the Beast ~ The Little Mermaid ~ Aladdin ~ Pinocchio ~ Snow White ~ Cinderella ~ Mary Poppins ~ Chicken Little ~ The Parent Trap ~ High School Musical ~ Pirates of the Caribbean ~ The Game Plan ~ Cow Belles ~ The Ice Princess ~ Remember the Titans ~ Snow Dogs.


These are just a few, but there are many, many more!


If these single parent scenarios are being used as a vehicle to show maturation into adulthood, then wouldn’t children see that having both parents isn’t necessary? Although one parent can successfully raise a child, the presence of both a mother and a father during childhood is ideal.


Experts say that violence breeds violence, abandonment breeds abandonment and abuse breeds abuse. What if the idolization of characters from broken families in these films breeds more broken families?


I’m not anti-Disney, but I am aware of this trend.


Did you know that God himself established the family? Yes, God is pro-family!


The Lord God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for him.”







Genesis 2:18 (NIV)


Statistics prove that the today’s family is in desperate need of prayer!

~ One out of every three children is born out of wedlock

~ Half of all marriages end in divorce, including Christian marriages.

~ One out of every three pregnancies ends in abortion.

~ One million teenage girls will become pregnant…half of them will abort their babies!

~ Of all the 14 yr. old girls alive today, 40% will become pregnant by their 19th birthday.

~ 60% of all churched teenagers are sexually active.


In spite of these disturbing facts, God remains on the throne!


We must diligently monitor our children in what they do, where they go and what they watch!


Because if we don’t, someone else will!!  

[image: image1.jpg]


  



